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ANNOUNCEMENT. 


The  Classis  of  North  Carolina  appointed  the  REV.  DR. 
WELKER  and  REV.  PROF.  J.  C.  CLAPP  to  prepare  a  narrative 
of  its  proceedings,  at  its  late  annual  meeting  held  in  the 
Pilgrim  Church  and  have  it  published  in  pamphlet  form  for 
the  use  of  the  churches  under  its  care  As  well  as  they 
were  able,  in  the  limited  time  afforded  .them  hey  have 
performed  the  work  given  them,  and  now  send  it Torth  to 
the  churches,  hoping  it  may  prove  sat  factory  j^d  also 
serve  the  interests  of  this  member  of  the  Church  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  CLASSIS. 

North  Carolina,  o^  T^af  b^r  '  D*V,d"00  Coa^> 

'»  ^.r,  1883,  at  U  ^  J'  '  Lord's  day 

""ah  Ingold)  whose  duty  it  is  t'„         fres,de»t  (Be*.  Jere- 
on  the  convening  of  Sassis  L   T*        aU"UaI  8erluon 
performed- by  BeV.  Prof  e  lm  of  «    t"*"  ^ 
*°*  Aets  20  35:         a«  S X  InStitUte  at 

Messeet  to  give  thm  to  ^  ,>  'A  is  more 

^z;^:t^';  t  c,erk'  :*»  * 

J- roll  was  called  and  the  In  President  pro  tem.  The 

and  G.  D]ckie  Gurlev  ti1p  via  eurlLK'  ™nl  Barringer 
who  represented  the  several I  St7  autben«cated, 
^app,  Guilford,-  W.l^£™»£?  ™»'  Abram 
toper  Davidson,  John  W  Fi.hl  r ,  HlekorX;  A.  P.  Long, 
fx,  Catawba;  Em  ,\ %Cent'aI^ Rowan;  H.  A.  For- 
larlich,  Grace;  William  f™'80"'  M™< 

Kowan;  John  Hei,^ TZ^t'J^  *  M^ 
On  the  completion  of  the  mil  1     ,  Rowan. 
6.  Dickey  Gur.ey  ^ZZT^        "hen  Kev. 
Rev.  Dr.  Welker     stated  cTerk      "6"*      ^  en8ni»S  Xea, 

The  President  completed  th*  ™ 
the  appointment  of  the  Wlo^n^  *8D™t,°n  °f  the  0,aSsi«  «V 
Bamsaur.  ^m.sters  Clapp  and  Hedrick;  Elder 
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Minutes  of  Classis. — Ministers  Welker  and  Gurley;  Elder 
Warlich.  i 

Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Potomac. — Ministers  Barringer  and 
Long;  Elder  Reinhardt. 

Minutes  of  the  General  Synod. — Ministers  Foil  and  Hedrick; 
Elder  Olapp. 

Finance. — Elders  Moose,  Olapp  and  Fisher. 

Religious  Services.—  Minister  Long;  Elders  P.  A.  Long  and 
Veach. 

The  name  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Cecil,  which  had  been  inadvert- 
ently dropped  from  the  roll  of  Classis,  was  ordered  to  be 
restored.  p 

A  letter  addressed  to  Classis  by  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Ingold 
was  read,  in  which  he  excused  his  non-attendance  on  this 
meeting  by  reason  of  increased  infirmities  of  body,  and  asked 
that  Classis  excuse  his  enforced  absence.  The  request  was 
granted,  and  the  following  resolution  pertinent  to  the  case- 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Classis  extend  to  Bro.  J.  Ingold  th 
hearty  sympathy  in  his  bodily  afflictions,  and  are  gratified  to  learn  of 
continued  fidelity  and  earnest  zeal  in  the  Master's  service  and  of  the  wai 
appreciation  of  his  labors  by  the  churches. 

The  reports  of  the  several  ministers  on  the  condition  t 
their  pastoral  charges  were  read,  and  the  statements  of-tK 
Elders,  who  represent  the  charges,  were  also  heard.  XJj 
usual,  much  interest  was  excited  by  this  part  of  the     ii<  / 
of  the  Classis,  which  set  before  the  whole  assembly  thv.  ^\ 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  this  Classis.  ^ 

The  Treasurer  of  Classis  was  ordered  to  pay  a  bill  for  ex-) 
press  charges,  postage,  etc.,  of  $5.17,  and  also  the  salary  oi 
the  stated  Clerk  for  one  year. 

The  time  and  place  of  the  next  annual  meeting  were  fixed! 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  when  this  Classis  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  in  Mount  Hop 
Church,  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina,  on  Thursday  before  the  fourt 
(4th)  Lord's  day  in  May,  1884,  at  11  o'clock,  a.  m. 

The  first  day's  session  being  over,  it  was  resolved  to  mee 
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hereafter  at  8|  o'clock,  a.  m.,  have  recess  at  12  o'clock,  m.,  t 
meet  at  lj  o'clock,  p.  m.,  and  adjourn  at  5  p.  m. 
The  labors  of  the  day  were  closed  with  singing  and  prayer. 


SECOND  DAY'S  SESSIONS. 


The  second  day  of  the  sessions  of  Classis  was  ushered  in 
bya  cool,  sw,eet  May  morning,  when  it  was  a  physical  as  well 
as  a  spiritual  joy  to  go  up  and  praise  God  where  the  Pilgrim 
fathers  first  builded  him  a  house.  The  day's  work  was  begun 
with  reading  the  word,  pJ/ayer  and  praise.  The  minutes  of 
yesterday's  work  were  read  and  approve^. 

Rev.  Messrs.  Foil  and  Trexler,  of  the  Classis,  being  present, 
took  their  seats. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Gerhart,  of  Lancaster  Classis  of  the  Synod  of 
the  United  States  and  senior  Professor  in  the  Reformed  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  was  present  and  given  a 
seat  as  an  advisory  member. 

The  Treasurer  of  Classis'  Board  of  Systematic  Beneficence 
presented  his  report,  which  is  inserted  here  in  full,  so  that  tlje 
churches  may  see  what  is  contributed  for  benevolent  ends  : 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


BENEFICIARY  EDUCATION. 

RECEIPTS. 


To  amount  on  hand  at  last  report,  

Received  of  A.  S.  Fousi,  refunded  

Received  from  Grace  Charge: 

Grove  congregation,  . ,  

Received  ot  Rev.  J.  C.  Clapp,  Catawba 
Charge  : 

From  Smyrna  congregation,   

From  Newton  congregatic  '  

From  St.  John's  congregation  

Received  of  Rev.  Thomas  Long,  upper 

Davidson  Charge,  for  Murphy,  .... 
Received  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Welker,  from  Guil- 
ford Charge  : 

Brick  Church  congregation,   

Mt.  Hope  congregation,  

Steiner's  congregation,  

St.  Mark's  congregation  


Received  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Foil,  from  Lincoln 
ton  Charge  : 

Matthew's  congregation  

St.  Paul's  congregation  

Salem  


Received  of  Rev.  G.  D.  Gurley,  from  East 
Rowan  Charge: 
Grace  congregation  


Bethel  congregation. 


Received  ot  Rev.  Paul  Barringer,  from 
West  Rowan  Charge: 

Mt  Zion  congregation  

Mt.  Gilead  congregation  


Received  from  Rev.  M.  L.  Hedrick, 
Lower  Davidson  Charge  


from 


Total. 


75 
4  4i 
3  10 


2  70 
9  25 
2  35 
4  20 


1  45 

2  30 

2  75 


7  80 
3  00 


2  25 
2  60 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT- *h  Continued. 


DISBURSEMENT^  f: 


Paid  J.  L.  Murphy,  a  studenta;-/under  tne 
care  of  Classis,  toward  r/dttcational 
expenses,  as  per  receipts  /-!|red  

Paid  J.  L.  Murphy's  tuiti0n,A1;#Rnng  term. 
1882,  as  per  receipt  file/'  /  

Paid  J.  L.  Murphy's  tA'xtyk,  j>  Fall  term, 
1882,  as  per  reeeipt  fil/CV-/  

Paid  for  money  orders,  fs~Vug-  2d»  25c; 
March  26th,  45c;        -d   3°th'  IOC" '  ' 

Paid  J.  L.  Murphy,  a  S^J^ent  under  the 
care  ot  Classis£  <o /v/ard  educational 
expenses. . . 


$    63  80 


SUMM. 


Y  STATEMENT. 


Amount  in  Treasiurf  at  last  report. .  . 

Amount  receiver/  6}urinS  present  year 

Total...  hfy  y  

Paid  out... .   

,    Amoun-t  p  Treasury  


$    24  36 
69  15 


$    93  51 
63  80 


$    29  71 
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yok\  :ign  missions. 


RECEIPTS. 


1882. 

May  12 
July  16 


Oct.  1 

Oct.  23 

April  16 
Oct.  23 

Oct.  25 


Oct.  25 


Nov.  25 


Oct.  6 


1883. 
Jan.  19 

Jan.  21 


May  14 


Tdtal, 


To  amount  on  har 
Received  from  My1 
Catawba  Charge 

Smyrna  con*. 
Received  ot  Maj.  S 

Newton  congr 
Received  of  Rev.  J. 

Smyrna  congrell 

Smyrna  congreg& 

St.  John's  congre| 

Received  of  Rev.  J.  A.' 
colnton  Charge: 

Matthews'  congreg 
St.  Paul's  congregaWH 
Salem  congregation, 

Received  from  Grace  Char 
Daniel's  congregatio 
Grace  congregation. 

Received  from  Hickory  Ch 
Received  ot  Dr.  G.  W.  Welke 
ford  Charge: 

Brick  Church  congregat 

Steiner's  congregation 

St.  Mark's  congregation . 

Mt.  Hope  congregation. . 

Received  of  Rev.  G.  D.  Gurley,  from  Eust 
Rowan  Charge: 

Grace  congregation  

Bethel  congregation  \  

Bethel  Sunday  School. 


Received  of  Rev.  Thomas  Long,  from*  Up- 
per Davidson  Charge  

Received  of  Rev.  Paul  Barringer,  from 
West  Rowan  Charge: 

Mt.  Zion  congregation.,. 
Mt.  Gilead  congregation, 

Received  of  Rev.  M.  L.  Hftfric^  from 
Lower  Davidson  Charge. . .  r. 
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disbursements. 


18S2. 
Aug.  2 

[883. 
Mar'h26 

Mar'h  30 


Paid  Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions,  Harrisburg,  Pa  

Paid  Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer  Board 
ot  Foreign  Missions,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  .  . 

Paid  Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer  Board 
ot  Foreign- Missions,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  .  . 


Amount  in  Treasury 


  $  116  97 


8  24 


SUMMARY  STATEMENT. 


:  "1882,;" 

May  12 

Amount  in  Treasury  at  last  report  

$ 

16 

35 

1883. 

May  (  24 

Amount  received  during  present  year. ...  . 

108 

.86 

^Total.... ...............  ......... 

$ 

125 

21 

May  24 

Paid  out  during  the  present  year  

116 

97 

Amount  in  Treasury  

$ 

8 

3, 

» 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT — Contim led. 


HOME  MISSIONS. 


RECEIPTS. 


To  amount  on  hand  at  last  report  

Received  of  Rev.  Paul  Barringer,  West 
Rowan  Charge: 

Mt.  Gilead  congregation..  

Received  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Clapp,  from  Cataw- 
ba Charge: 

St.  John's  congregation  

Newton  congregation  

Smyrna  congregation  


Received  from  Hickory  Charge. 
Received  from  Grace  Ch  trge: 

Grace  congregation  

Daniel's  congregation. .  . 

Bethel  congregation  


Received  of  Rev.  M.  L.  Hedrick,  from 

Lower  Davidson  Charge,  

Received  of  Rev,  G.  D.  Gurley,  from  Eas 
Rowan  Charge: 

Grace  congregation  

Bethel  congregation  

Received  of   Rev..  J.  A.  Foil,  from  Lin 
colnton  Charge: 

Matthew's  corigregation  

Salem  congregation  

St  Paul's  congregation  , 


Received  of  Rev.  Paul  Barringer,  from 
'  West  Rowan  Charge: 

Mt.  Zion  congregation  

Mt.  Gilead.  congregation  

Received  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Welker,  from  Guil- 
ford Charge: 

Brick  Church  congregation  

Mt.  Hope  congregation  

Steiner's  congregation  

St.  Mark's  congregation  

Received  of  Thomas  Long,  from  Upper 
Davidson  Charge  


Total 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


11 


1882. 

May  16 

June  1 

Aug.  2 

1883. 
May  17 

May  24 


Paid  Rev.  G.  D.  Gurley  towards  Concord 
mission  

Paid  Rev.  J.  A.  Foil  for  Lincolnton  mis 
sion  

Paid  W.  H.  S'eibert,  Treasurer  Board  of 
Home  missions,  Harrisburg,  Pa  

Paid  Rev.  G.  D.  Gurley,  towards  Concord 
mission  

Paid  Rev.  Paul  Barringer  towards  Con- 
cord mission  


Amount  in  Treasury 


50  00 

12  50 

13  *5 

35  30 
30  00 


SUMMARY  STATEMENT. 


l"882.  " 
May  12 
.  1883. 
May  24 


May  24 


Amount  on  hand  at  last  report 
Received  during  present  year.  . 


Total 
Paid  out.  .  .  . 


Amount  in  treasury 


69  60 
85  68 


155  28 
140  95 


140  95 


H  33 


$    H  33 


Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  A.  Forney, 
Treasurer  Board  of  Systematic  Benificence, 

North  Carolina  Classis. 


The  committee  on  the  minutes  of  Classis  made  report,  the 
contents  of  which  may  be  learned  from  the  action  had  upon 
it  and  which  is  iiiven  below. 

Hon.  F.  D.  tteinhardt,  L.  E.  Weidner,  Hon.  S.  M  Finger,  D. 
Finger,  Eev.  P.  M.  Trexler  and  Wilfong  Weidner  were  elect- 
ed Trustees  of  Catawba  College,  to  serve  the  ensuing  three 
years. 

The  attention  of  the  Ministers  and  consistories  was  direct- 
ed to  former  action  of  Classis,  where  it  was  requested  of  them 
to  collect  all  the  available  facts  as  to  the  origin  and  history  of 
the  several  congregations  under  their  care,  with  such  account 
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of  the  property,  founders  and  ministers  as  it  is  possible  to 
recover,  and  furnish  the  same  to  the  stated  Clerk  of  Classis. 

The  Treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay  $30  to  defray  the  expen- 
ses of  Rev.  G-.  D.  Griirley  as  delegate  to  the  Synod  of  the  Po- 
tomac, at  A 1  toon  a,  Pa. 

The  committee  appointed  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  title  to 
the  Reformed  Church  property  called  Barton's,  in  Randolph 
County,  was  continued., 

Ciassis  approved  of  the  purpose  of  the  congregation  at 
Concord,  N.  C,  to  purchase  property  with  a  view  to  providing 
a  church  building  of  their  own. 

The  Rev.  G,  D.  Gurley  presented  a  dismission  of  the  licen- 
tiate, A.  P.  Home,  from  the  Classis  of  Lehigh,,  asking  to  be 
received  by  this  Ciassis.  The  application  was  sustained  and 
his  name  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  roll  of  Classis. 

The  several  items  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac  were  disposed  of  by  the  following  ac- 
tion of  Classis:  It  was  ordered  the  ministers  of  Ciassis  take 
up  in  each  congregation  a  collection  in  the  mouth  of  Ju^y,  in 
order  to  raise,  if  possible,  $175,  apportioned  to  Classis,  in  aid 
of  Home  missions. 

Ordered,  also,  that  the  Treasurer  of  Classis  pay  $30  of  the 
amount  apportioned  for  contingent  expenses. 

The  interests  of  the  Orphans'  Homes  and  of  the  Society  for 
the  Relief  of  Aged  and  Disabled  Ministers  and  the  widows  of 
deceased  ministers,  were  cordially  recommended  to  the  liber- 
ality of  the  churches. 

In  view  of  the  approaching  meeting  of  the  Potomac  Synod 
within  the  bounds  of  this  Classis,  it  wras: 

Resolved,  That  the  Classis  of  North  Carolina  will  .heartily  welcome  the 
meeting  of  the  Potomac  Synod  in  October,  at  Newton,  and  that  we  cherish 
the  pleasing  hope  that  therefrom  most  beneficial  results  may  accrue. 

On  information  given  by  the  committee  who  have  in  hand 
the  Reformed  Church  property  in  the  town  of  Lincolnton,  it 

w7as: 

Eesolved,  That  Messrs.  Maxwell  Warlich,  John  P.  Anthony  and  George 
Eamsaur  be  instructed  to  close  their  contract  with  P,  Crawford  and  R. 
Cauble,  of  the  Baptist  Society,  and  collect  the  arrearages  of  rent  due. 
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The  Treasurer  of  Classis  made  his  annual  report,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finances. 

An  order  was  made  in  favor  of  H.  A.  Forney  for  $1.05  fcr 
recording  deed  of  College  real  estate. 

The  Religions  exercises  during  the  meeting  of  Classis  were 
provided  for  by  the  committee  to  whom  the  matter  was  given 
in  charge,  as  follows: 

Sermon  on  Friday  morning  by  Rev.  P.  Barringer.  On  Fri- 
day night,  near  County  Alms-House,  by  lie  v.  Prof.  Clapp. 
Saturday  morning,  by  Prof.  J.  A.  Foil. 

The  committee  on  the  minutes  of  General  Synod  reported 
several  items  calling  for  the  action  of  Classis. 

The  action  on  Temperauce  gave  occasion  for  the  reiteration 
of  last  3  ear's  resolutions,  viz  : 

Hesolved,  That  in  the  judgment  cf  this  Classis  it  is  inconsistent  with 
Christian  conduct  and  the  interests  of  the  cause  of  the  L&rd  Jesus  Christ, 
to  manufacture,  sell,  or  use  as  a  beverage,  whiskey,  brandy,  beer,  wine,  or 
any  inoxicating  liquor — with  the  injunction  that  ea?,h  minister  preach  du- 
ring the  year,  to  each  of  his  congregations,  a  sermon  in  consistence  with 
this  resolution. 

Classis  also  heartily  responded  to  the  proposition  to  raise  a 
monument  to  Caspar  Olevianus,  one  of  the  authors  of  the 
Heidelberg  catechism. 

The  following  delegates  were  elected  to  represent  Classis  in 
the  next  General  Synod,  at  Baltimore,  in  May,  1844,  viz: 

Ministers. — Primarii — Dr.  Weiker  and  Prof.  Clapp.  Secun- 
di — G.  Dickie  Gurley  and  P.  M.  Trexler.  Elders — Primarii — 
H.  A.  Forney  and  W.  Piukney  Bernhardt.  Secundi — John 
Ileilman  and  John  H.  Moose. 

The  pastoral  relation  existing  between  the  Rev.  John  Ingle 
and  the  Central  Rowan  charge,  on  the  joint  request  of  the 
parties,  was  dissolved,  and  the  charge  declared  vacant.  The 
care  of  this  charge  for  the  present  was  given  to  the  Rev.  P. 
M.  Trexler. 

This  brought  the  business  of  the  second  clay  to  the  hour 
of  adjournment,  when  singing  and  the  benediction  closed  the 
session. 
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THIRD  DAY'S  SESSIONS.' 

Another  beautiful  morning  greeted  the  members  of  the 
Classic  as  they  gathered  at  the  Lord's  House  to  finish  the 
work  for  whijh  they  had  come  hither.    After  appropriate 
'  religious  services  the  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  committee  on  Overtures  reported  a  cotnnVuijication 
from  Rev.  A.  R.  Holzhauser,  of  Lyons,  Kansas,  ask.ng  further 
aid  in  his  effo'it  to  build  a  house  for  worship  in  that,  place. 
Olassis  ordered  the  Treasurer  to  pay  $5  of  the  sum  needed 
and  commended  the  cause  to  the  personal  liberality  of  the 
members  of  Classis. 

A  second,  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  A.  S.  Foust, 
a  candidate  for  the  ministry  under  the  care  of  Olassis,  who 
informed  Olassis  of  his  abandonment  of  his  purpose  to  enter 
the  ministry  and  asked  indulgence  until  he  could  repay  the 
sums  advanced  him.    It  was  granted. 

The  committee  on  Examinations  made  report  that  inasmuch, 
as  Mr.  A.  S.  Foust  had  withdrawn  his  application  they  bad 
nothing  to  report,  and  were  discharged. 

The  committee  on  Finance  reported  on  the  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Systematic  Benifieence.  and  also 
on' that  of  the  Treasurer.  They  reported  both  accounts  care 
fully  kept  and  correet.  We  have  given  that  of  the  Board  of 
Systematic  Benevolence  already  in  full,  showing  a  small  in- 
crease over  the  collections  of  the  previous  year.  La  a  few 
congregations  the  collections  for  all  the  objects  were  not  made. 

The  balance  on  hand  last  year  and  the  apportionments  on 
the  several  charges  all  paid  in,  made  the  Treasurer's  funds 
$73.55.  He  paid  out  on  the  order  or  Olassis  $84.36,  leaving 
a  balance  of  $9.19  in  the  treasury. 

On  motion,  Rev.  Thomas  Long,  for  many  years  the  trust- 
worthy Treasurer  of  Olassis,  was  re-elected  by  acclamation. 

The  committee  on  Finance  had  been  ordered  to  apportion 
$100  among  the  several  charges  to  meet  the  contingent  expen- 
ses of  Classis  for  the  current  year.  Their  report,  adopted, 
apportions  $14  to  the  East  Rowan  charge,  $13  to  the  Guilford 
charge,  $11  to  the  Upper  Davidson  charge,  $10.50  each  to  the 
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Catawba  and  Grove  charges,  $12  to  the  West  Rowan  charge, 
$9.50  to  the  Lower  Davidson  charge,  $9  to  the  Lincoln  charge, 
$7  to  the  Central  Rowan  charge,  and  $3.50  to  the  Hickory 
charge. 

Col.  Forney  made  a  report  on  the  condition  of  the  Catawba 
College,  its  prospects  and  financial  wants,  which  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

An  hour  on  Saturday  afternoon  was  devoted  to  the  Sabbath 
School  work.    It  was  spoken  to  after  the  following  order: 

A.  The  best  method  of  organizing  Sabbath  Schools — by  Prof. 
Clapp  and  Dr.  Gerhart. 

b.  The  best  method  of  conducting  Glass  Work,  by  Dr.  Welker 
and  Rev.  P.  Barriuger. 

c.  Shall  any  teach  in  the  Sabbath  School  who  are  not  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Church?  by  Rev.  G-.  D.  Gurley. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church 
was  then  taken  up,  amended  and  adopted,  and  here  follows 
in  full,  as  it  is  supposed  to  be  of  general  interest  to  all  the 
members  of  the  churches  under  the  care  of  Classis: 

REPORT  ON  THE  STATE  OF  RELIGION  IN  THE  CLASSIS  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Fathers  and  Brethren  :  To  comply  with  the  instructions  given 
your  committee  will  require  them  to  include  a  wide  range  of  matter, 
and  as  a  consequence  will  add  to  the  length  of  their  report.  After 
hearing  the  reports  of  several  pastors  and  ot  the  delegated  elders  from 
the  charges,  your  Committee  on  the  state  ot  the  Church  would  report 
as  follows: 

The  moral  and  social  elements  that  prevail  in  the  communities  that 
surround  our  churches,  are  not  as  favorable  in  some  cases  as  they 
should  be.  But  it  is  reported  that  while  some  forms  of  dissipation  still 
hold  their  places,  their  force  is  diminished  so  that  the  youths  of  our 
congregations  are  no  longer  beguiled  by  them.  In  some  places  the 
making  and  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  still  prevail  and  demand  the  ear- 
nest protest  and  guarding  vigilance  of  Christians.  Frivolous  amuse- 
ments too  are  the  enemies  ot  spirtual  life  and  must  not  be  cherished  in 
*the  bosom  of  the  churches.  The  Lord's  day  too  often  is  not  kept  holy 
even  by  church  members.  It  is  suffered  to  degenerate  into  a  day  of 
idleness  and  social  visiting.  It  should  be,  and  will  be,  in  the  Church's 
better  estate,  sacred  time  devoted  to  God  and  the  services  of  the  church. 
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While  these  things  affect  our  churches  unfavorably,  it  is,  however,  true 
that  the  people  in  every  part  of  the  Classis  are  hungering  and  thirsting 
for  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  attendance  on  its  ministrations  is  most 
encouraging  to  the  pastor 

The  elders  uniformly  testify  that  the  Word  is  preached  to  them  in  its 
truth  and  purity.  From  this  state  of  things  blessed  results  are  to  be 
hoped  tor  it  they  be  accompanied  by  prayer  and  the  ministration  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  \ 

Some  interest  in  the  Sabbath -school  work  is  indicated,  but  not  to  the 
extent  that  is  desirable  in  order  to  make  them  weii-springs  that  will 
send  into  the  churches  streams  that  are  perennial  and  will  make  them 
glad.  There  is  also  a  perceptible  sense  of  the  duty  of  alms-giving  felt 
in  nearly  all  the  congregations,  but  it  needs  to  become  more  than  now 
an  act  of  the  worship  of  God,  an  offering  that  shall  be  so  liberal  and 
cheerful  as  to  make  it  acceptable  to  Him. 

The  presence  of  home  piety  and  domestic  worship  is  not  so  noted  in 
the  reports  as  to  mark  the  condition  of  the  churches,  and  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  the  religion  of  the  family  is  wanting  in  depth,  and  that  the 
worship  does  not  indicate  so  fully  as  it  should,  the  presence  o,f  the  fear 
and  iove  of  God  that  takes  pleasure  in  uttering  itself  under  the  forms  of 
prayer  and  praise.  While  there  is  increased  attention  to  the  work  of 
catechizing  the  youth  of  the  church,  that  great  duty  is  made  imperative 
by  the  constitution  of  our  Church,  making  a  marked  feature  of  its  form 
of  life,  has  by  no  means  asserted  its  place  in  the  pastoral  work  or  in 
the  affections  of  the  people.  This  want  leaves  our  people  destitute  of 
the  doctrinal  intelligence  that  is  needful  to  efficient  church  member- 
ship, and  leads  to  wider  defects  in  the  want  of  acquaintance  with  the 
history  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  with  its  life  and  work  in  the  present. - 
There  is  wanting  to  us  the  disposition  of  denominational  earnestness — 
the  spirit  of  church  love — that  is  needful  to  secure  effective  workers  for 
its  growth. 

This  want  of  intelligent  sympathy  with  the  life  and  work  of  our 
Church  doubtless  grows  out  of  the  fact  of  not  seeing  and  being  made 
to  feel  more  of  the  pressure  and  power  of  our  whole  church  in  our 
midst.  No  pervading  influence  rushes  from  the  Church's  central  heart 
that  flows  over,  warms  and  interests  this  remote  region.  We  are  a 
member  of  a  living,  breathing,  working  body,  but  cut  off  from  it  and 
kept  in  existence  only  by  ebbing  vitality  drawn  from  the  past.  It  is 
now  a  serious  matter,  whether,  as  we  are  surrounded  by  a  church  life 
foreign  to  us — that  is  aggressive  and  pervasive,  we  shall  be  able  to  pre- 
serve a  distinct  churchly  character  as  over  against  this  unless  connec- 
tion in  space  and  sympathy  be'  effected.  Long  have  the  churches  of 
this  Classis  waited  for  the  time  when  unity  of  territory  and  identity  of 
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life  and  work  with  the  great  body  of  the  Reformed  Church  could  be  ef- 
fected.   Shall  our  extinction  come  from  hope  deterred  ? 

The  reports  also  indicate  weakness  as  it  regards  our  church  life  in 
the  large  field  given  us  for  culture  by  reason  of  the  few  laborers  on 
whom  falls  the  work.  Our  pastoral  charges  consist  usually  of  three  or 
four  congregations  extended  over  wide  distances  so  that  preaching  is 
only  heard  in  their  own  church  by  our  people,  and  from  their  own  min- 
ister once  or  twice  in  the  month,  and  pastoral  visitation  is  only  had  on 
haphazard  occasions.  This  neglect  or  deficiency  in  pastoral  work  is 
intensified  by  the  painful  degree  to  which  the  ministry  is  forced  to  be 
secularized.  In  the  Classis  there  are  but  few,  if  any,  ministers  whose 
support  from  the  churches  is  adequate  to  a  comfortable  maintenance. 
In  order  to  live  and  support  those  dependent  on  them,  they  are  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  labors  that  impair  not  only  the  character  of.  their 
pulpit  ministrations,  but  most  of  all  consume  the  time  that  should  be 
sacred  to  pastoral  work.  It  is  perhaps  not  possible  to  remove  all  hin- 
drances to  the  prosperity  of  our  Church's  welfare,  but  it  is  without 
question  that  they  exist  for  harm.  Where  shall  the  sacrifice  begin,  and 
by  whom  shall  the  better  condition  of  the  churches  be  effected  ? 

It  is  clear  to  the  mind  of  your  committee  that  the  progress,  and  per- 
haps the  continued  existence  of  our  congregations  depends  on  more  ef- 
ficient pastoral  work.  To  secure  this  the  pastoral  charges  must  be  re- 
duced in  the  extent  of  their  territory.  No  pastor  should  have  more  than 
two  congregations,  and  as  a  rule,  but  one.  It  is  further  true  in  the  judg- 
ment of  your  committee,  that  the  members  of  our  churches  do  not  as  a 
general  rule,  give  as  much  as  they  can  or  should  do  to  the  support  of 
their  ministers.  They  err  in  this  respect  and  wrong  themselves  and 
their  families  as  well  as  the  church.  More  capital  invested  in  this  work 
would  bring  to  them  surprising  returns.  Nor  do  the  committee  wish 
to  exonerate  the  ministers  from  all  part  in  causing  this  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  affairs.  Their  example  of  sacrifice  and  devotion  to  the 
church  and  souls,  does  not  always  show  the  way  to  the  people  in  which 
they  should  move  forward  in  the  work  of  Christ  and  the  Church.  Much 
could  be  done  to  educate  our  people  to  a  nobler  life  did  they, see  al- 
ways that  a  nobler  life  is  the  concentrated  work  of  their  teachers. 

That  a  period  has  been  reached  in  the  history  of  our  Classis  when 
our  churches  no  longer  can  maintain  their  position  in  relation  to  oth- 
ers at  the  present  rate  of  activity,  is  self-evident.  They  must  go  for- 
ward or  go  down!  The  onward  rush  of  other  churches  about  us — 
their  zeal,  their  liberality,  and  their  enterprise  will  soon  hide  us  in  the 
"shadow  of  their  distance,  and  leave  us  without  sympathy  in  the  affec- 
tion of  our  children.    Will  we  help  ourselves?    Will  the  Church  that 
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we  recognize  with  profound  filial  love,  reach  us  *  the  hand  that  will 
steady  and  strengthen  the  feeble  ? 

We  have  however,  something  to  live  and  labor  for — an  inheritance 
of  faith  and  sacrifice.  We  have  room  tor  every  degree  of  sanctified 
activity.  We  have  in  our  high  school  at  Newton,  with  its  college 
charter  and  valuable  property,  a  proof  of  what  we  can  do.  It  has  done, 
a  noble  work  for  our  churches  and  for  the  State.  In  the  future  it  prom- 
ises us  still  more  if  we  cherish  it.  It  is  a  grand  power.  It  is  for  us  a 
far  reaching  force  of  great  value  should  we  enter  on  enlarged  work. 
But  even  it  needs  an  endowment  to  make  it  what  it  should  be  for  the 
cause  of  education  and  the  prosperity  of  our  churches.  We  must  go 
forward!  We  dare  not  despair.  We  have  too  much  to  live  and  work 
for.  We  must  not  go  down.  While  there  flows  in  our  veins  the  blood 
of  the  men  who  laid  the  foundations  of  our  churches  in  the  wilderness 
— while  we  revere  their  faith — while  we  cherish  the  memory  of  their 
heroic  deeds  we 'cannot  strike  our  colors.  In  the  strength  of  our  fa- 
thers' God  we  will  go  forward,  assured  that  He  whom  the  Father  has 
made  Head  over  all  things,  will  bless  us.  We  need  consecrated  work- 
ers, a  liberal  and  united  people  and  then  the  dear  Church  we  love  will 
soon  revive,  grow  and  become  a  brighter  gem  in  the  Saviour's  crown, 
and  a  beauteous  memorial  to  the  faith  of  the  sainted  men  who  sleep  in 
Jesus  and  who  once  lived  and  labored  that  we  might  have  so  good  a 
heritage  to  live  and  labor  for  in  turn,  while  we  thus  glorify  our  ascend- 
ed Redeemer,  to  whom  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit  be  endless 
praise. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  C.  Clapp,  Chairman. 

A  suggestion  from  the  President  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board 
■of  Home  Missions  as  to  producing  the  best  effect  in  all  the 
churches  of  Classis  by  the  presence  of  the  members  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac,  was  approved  by  Classis,  and  the  sev- 
eral pastors  were  advised  to  put  it  into  effect  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable. 

The  officers  of  Classis  were  directed  to  prepare  a  programme 
of  the  services  for  the  Sabbath  School  sessions  of  the  next 
meeting  of  Classis,  and  assign  the  several  parts  to  members 
of  the  Classis. 

Rev.  Prof.  Foil  was  directed  to  prepare  a  paper  to  be  read 
before  the  next  meeting  of  Classis  on  Catechization  or  on 
some  kindred  church  work. 
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The  action  of  the  Board  of  Missions  on  connecting  the  Con- 
cord mission  with  the  Western  Rowan  charge  was  approved.. 

The  mission  at  Moffitt's  Grove  Was  placed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Rev.  Thomas  Long  until  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Classis. 

Authority  was  also  given  Rev.  Thomas  Long  to  organize  a 
Reformed  congregation  near  the  Davidson  County  Alms- 
House . 

The  feeling  of  the  Classis  toward  Dr.  Gerhart,  whose  pres- 
ence had  served  to  give  interest  to  the  sessions  of  Classis  was 
expressed  after  this  manner: 

Rexolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Classis  have  been  very  much  edified 
and  refreshed  by  the  presence  and  counsels  of  Rev.  Dr.  Gerhart  during 
its  sessions,  and  through  him  Clxssis  tenders  its  Christian  greetings  to  those 
whom  he  represents. 

A  resolution  of  thanks  was  tendered  the  pastor  and  mem- 
bers of*  the  Pilgrim  church  and  the  citizens  who  had  bestowed 
spch  unstinted  hospitality  on  the  members  of  Classis,  and  the 
resolution  was  ordered  to  be  read  by  the  pastor  on  the  coming 
Sabbath  from  his  pulpit. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved,  and  the  sessions  of 
this  harmonious  and  delightful  meeting  were  closed  with  the 
services  prescribed  by  the  committee  on  Religious  Services, 
viz:  Address  by  Dr.  Welker;  Hymn  by  Rev.  P.  M.  Trexler 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Prof.  Foil,  and  the  Apostolic  Benediction  by 
the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Classis  remained  over  the  Lord's  Day 
with  the  congregation  at  Pilgrim's,  to  unite  with  them  in  the 
Holy  Sapper  of  the  Lord.  The  gathering  was  immense,  and 
the  churches  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Davidson  charges  were 
represented.  .  The  sermon  in  the  morning  was  preached  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Gerhart,  followed  by  the  communion.  After  recess 
and  lunch,  the  Rev.  G.  D.  Gurly  preached  to  a  deeply  interest 
ed  audience  that  came  fresh  from  listening  to  the  sermon  of 
the  morning. 
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